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OVERVIEW OF AHRQ PBRN RESOURCE 

CENTER ACTIVITIES 

The mission of the PBRN Resource Center is 

to provide resources and assistance to all 

registered primary care PBRNs engaged in 

clinical and health services research. The 

PBRN Resource Center staff and experts 

provide support to registered PBRNs through 

consultative services, informational 

resources, group learning experiences, and 

research tools. In conjunction with the PBRN 

Steering Committee, the Resource Center 

leads the planning and manages the annual 

AHRQ National PBRN  Research Conference.  

 

The PBRN Resource Center is a collaborative 

effort between the University of Minnesota 

and Westat. 

 

PBRN REGISTRY 

The annual registration for PBRNs provides 

the practice-based research community with 

valuable data to support funding, 

collaborations and identify needs for future 

support by the Resource Center.  To support 

collaboration and multi-network studies, the 

PBRN Resource Center can assist with 

special queries of the data set, in addition to 

the standard queries available from the PBRN 

website.  Examples of recent requests include 

PBRNs with clinical trials experience, 

electronic health record implementation in 

greater than 50 percent of PBRN practices 

and PBRNs affiliated with a CTSA.   

 

WEBSITE (WWW.PBRN.AHRQ.GOV) 

Launched in 2008, the PBRN public website 

serves as a communication and resource tool 

for PBRNs, potential collaborators and 

funders.  A key feature is the Registry 

database which provides contact information 

for PBRNs, the opportunity to sort and get a 

count by type of PBRN, health conditions 

studied and geographic coverage. The 

website also provides PBRN literature 

sources as well as calls for papers.  The 

literature search is available by year, author 

and key PBRN articles.  Links to PubMed are 

included for the articles.  Links to additional 

resources of interest to PBRNs are regularly 

updated.  The Peer Learning Collaborative 

schedule for the year is posted in addition to 

funding announcements and copies of the 

PBRNews.   

PBRN PORTAL (PORTAL.PBRN.AHRQ.GOV) 

Launched in 2010, the Research Portal 

complements the PBRN public website by 

providing research resources and tools to 

enhance communication and collaboration 

among PBRN members.  The Resource 

Center will create accounts for network 

directors and coordinators. These individuals 

can then create user accounts for their 

network members. 

 

Each portal user has a unique set of 

privileges based on network and study 

affiliations. Some resources such as 

conference archives, research tools, past 

listserv archives of discussion threads, 

sample membership recruitment materials, 

network job descriptions and bylaws and 

more are available to all portal users. Other 

content areas have more limited access. For 

example, each AHRQ-certified PBRN can 

create and manage web pages that are only 

accessible to its members. Study-specific web 

pages and document sharing for single or 

multi-network studies can also be created.  

Discussion boards, wikis and blogs are 

available for use.   

 

PBRN LISTSERVS 

When a PBRN completes the registration 

process, the director and coordinator are 

added to the PBRN listserv.  The listserv is a 

valuable communication tool to address a 

PBRN related question/issue for the 

community of over 600 members.   Networks 

can request to add key members/leaders to 

this listserv by contacting the Resource 

Center.  Currently, there are five additional 

listservs for PBRN leaders: Comparative 

Effectiveness Research, Research Methods, 

PBRN Operations, CTSA/PBRNs and Health 

IT.   If a Special Interest Group or Learning 

Collaborative finds value in a separate 

listserv, please contact the Resource Center.   
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SURVEY SOFTWARE 

Registered PBRNs have access to the web 

based survey software, Checkbox.  Resource 

Center staff can assist PBRNs with use of the 

software for member surveys and data 

collection plans. Basic survey design 

consultation is also available.  A benefit of the 

software is the easy to use invitation and 

reminder system, as well as, data export in a 

variety of formats.   

 

PEER LEARNING COLLABORATIVES 

Peer learning sessions are scheduled in 

several topic areas including:  Comparative 

Effectiveness Research, PBRN Operations, 

Research Methods, New PBRNs and Health 

IT.  The format of a session may be a 

discussion of a topic area or a presentation of 

didactic material.  Consult the PBRN website 

for upcoming schedules and the PBRN Portal 

for recordings of past sessions.   

 

ANNUAL PBRN RESEARCH CONFERENCE 

2011 marks the seventh AHRQ sponsored 

PBRN Research Conference.  Past conference 

presentations are available on the PBRN 

portal and this year’s presentations are 

provided in pdf format on the conference 

flash drives. Final versions of all 

presentations and posters will be posted to 

the portal in early July. 

 

Almost 300 people are registered for this 

year’s conference from over 100 PBRNs and 

five federal agencies. The conference 

provides an excellent networking opportunity 

for all in attendance.  Future conference 

topics and speaker recommendations are 

requested on the evaluations or at anytime 

throughout the year. Please forward 

suggestions to the Resource Center at 

pbrnrc@umn.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS 

The listserv and website provide a means to 

publicize education and training opportunities 

for other practice-based researchers.  Contact 

the Resource Center to add your event to the 

Event listings. 

 

CONSULTATION 

The Resource Center provides or identifies 

consultation resources in a variety of 

operations and research methods topic 

areas.  OMB package consultation/review for 

task orders is also available.  The Resource 

Center is available to support collaboration 

between networks providing communication 

tools and best practice expertise. 

 

NEW TOOLS FOR PBRNS 

In 2011, the NetworkDirector software will be 

introduced to registered networks via 

workshops, demonstrations and webinars.  

The new software manages PBRN 

membership, studies, and practices.  The 

software includes support for following study 

participation, mapping of members and 

practices, recording practice specifics, 

document storage, tracking training, human 

subject protection requirements, and 

managing new members.  The interface with 

the PBRN portal ensures that PBRN members 

have access to the portal and specific study 

support. 

 

MEADERS, client software to support data 

collection for medication safety in primary 

care practices, is undergoing  beta testing 

and will be available to PBRNs and other 

users in the Fall, 2011.  The software is 

based on the 2007 PBRN project involving 

four practice-based research networks. 
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